
Planning Committee 4th May 2021 
Delegation to the Clerk 

 
 

At the 12th April 2021 Internal Committee meeting, the following information was presented 
and adopted regarding delegation to the Clerk until it is safe to carry out physical meetings: 
 
The government has advised that they will not extend the facility for meetings to take place 
remotely after 6th May. Following that date meetings indoors will still be subject to 
significant restrictions (6 people from 17th May at the earliest). 
 
TTC will need to make provision for the council to continue functioning as physical meetings 
may not be possible. 
 
Some limited sub-committee activity may be possible from 17th May (see above) but standing 
committees could not approve their recommendations and authorisation for expenditure 
would be restricted. Council could effectively grind to a halt. 
 
KALC advise that temporary delegation powers be set up under section 101 of the Local 
Government Act 1972, giving the Clerk (or the Deputy in the Clerk’s absence) temporary 
authority to authorise payments with a higher limit – subject to agreement being obtained 
from two councillors. 
 
Currently, payments through the banking system already require 2 councillor signatures (the 
invoices being presented to each councillor when requesting authorisation and the payments 
themselves are entered by the Deputy Clerk). 
 
With regard to the Planning Committee, 21st June 2021 is the earliest that we could legally 
hold a physical meeting as all Covid restrictions will be removed.  This would be subject to full 
risk assessments being conducted, but it should also be borne in mind that Planning is the 
Committee that has the highest public attendance.  Therefore, under the current guidance this 
will leave nearly an 8-week period before the next scheduled Planning meeting on 5th July 2021.  
To cover this period, it is suggested that decisions on planning applications should be delegated 
to the Clerk following comments received from all Planning Committee members.   
 
In light of the above, the next scheduled meeting of the Planning Committee will be held 
physically on 5th July 2021, unless the Government changes the law regarding remote 
meetings. 
 
Information only. 
 
 

 
 
Claire Gilbert 
Deputy Town Clerk 


